
NYS Empire State Development is Protecting AG Letisha James from having to Get Involved and Approve the very 

Unpopular Vital Brooklyn Kingsboro West project at the Expense of East Flatbush Residents Quality of Life  

Background 

According to the website of NYS AG Letisha James office, her office is both the People’s Lawyer and is the guardian of the 

legal rights of the people of New York.  About the Office | New York State Attorney General (ny.gov) 

NYS Empire State Development, as the lead agency for Vital Brooklyn Kingsboro West, has failed to include NYS AG 

Letisha James office as an “involved party” to Vital Brooklyn Kingsboro West even though her office must issue an 

approval for 681 Clarkson.   RFP - KIngsboro West.pdf (dropbox.com) See p. 14 

Objections 

Objection #1) NYS AG Letisha James Office Issues NO WRITTEN FINDINGS on a NYS Project on NYS Land 

The NYS AG Office has failed to issue written findings on Vital Brooklyn’s impacts of oversaturation of social 

services/homeless housing, out of context housing  and parking shortages.  N.Y. Comp. Codes R. & Regs. Tit. 6 § 617.11 - 

Decision-making and findings requirements | State Regulations | US Law | LII / Legal Information Institute (cornell.edu) 

Objection # 2 - NYS Empire State Development  has Conveniently Left NYS AG Letisha James Office off of the Scoping or 

Mailing List for “Involved Agencies” at the very Beginning of this Project which protected the Queen from getting 

involved in a controversial and unpopular NYS project which adds more homeless and takes away necessary street 

parking  

NYS AG James Office ( Tel # 718-560-2040 ) did not issue findings because NYS Empire State Development did not include 

AG Letisha James on the original scoping as an involved agency, despite the fact that her office is the guardian of the 

legal rights of the people of New York. N.Y. Comp. Codes R. & Regs. Tit. 6 § 617.8 - Scoping | State Regulations | US Law | 

LII / Legal Information Institute (cornell.edu) 

NYS Empire State Development tried to argue in their responses to Comment #68 from Draft Scope of EIS that NYS AG 

James’ “may have a role in reviewing the form of the title transfer documents for the conveyance of the project Site..”   

Microsoft Word - A_Responses to Comments (ny.gov)   This ignores that AG James if the guardian of the legal rights of 

the people of NY.  The original RFP for Kingsboro West, referenced before, refers to compliance with legal and regulatory 

requirements with “including but not limited language” meaning all legal statutes.   

REQUESTS TO NYS ASSEMBLYMAN CUNNINGHAM 

I respectfully ask Assemblyman Brian Cunningham ( Tel#  718-771-3105 )  to:  

1) issue a public tweet and a personally signed letter to AG James asking if her office should been  

an “INVOLVED PARTY” on Kingsboro West since she has to approve it as per the above Kingsboro RFP l, p.14 

2) ask NYS HCR Fair and Equitable Housing Office   Fair and Equitable Housing Office | Homes and Community 

Renewal (ny.gov)   to issue a residential beds analysis indicating the amount of social service beds by district and 

census tract area similar to the 1998 Fair Share Analysis. Fair Share Criteria: A Guide for City Agencies (nyc.gov) ( 

see page 99) 

3) ask NYS HCR Fair and Equitable Housing Office should perform a Assessment of Fair Housing using Assessment 

tools to see if NYS is segregating certain protected groups ( disabled, mentally ill ) in East Flatbush and other low 

income minority neighborhoods.   

4) ask NYC Public Advocate Williams, who spearheaded the NYC Racial Impact Analysis, if long time minority 

residents will be displaced since NYS has admitted there will be at parking shortage. Kingsboro-22-Cumulative-

Effects .pdf (ny.gov)   - See Draft EIS, page 16) , Also See   PUBLIC ADVOCATE'S BILL TO REQUIRE RACIAL IMPACT 

STUDY FOR REZONINGS HEARD BY CITY COUNCIL (nyc.gov) 

Sincerely, 

Jay Sorid  

www.eastflatbush.info  

https://ag.ny.gov/about/about-office
https://www.dropbox.com/s/29eo0mu00plpwl6/RFP%20-%20KIngsboro%20West.pdf?dl=0
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